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Numerical and structural ageing are increasing the need for 
formal aged care services globally. In Australia, governments 
collectively spent around $20 billion on aged care in 2018–19, 
representing 4% of all government spending, and 1% of gross 
domestic product. These numbers are getting bigger, with 
around one-third of the projected growth in aged care 
spending over the next decade due to ageing of the 
population. Assuming that governments will want to continue 
exercising spending restraint (particularly following the COVID-
19 budget pressures, but balanced against the likely 
recommendations of the Royal Commission into Aged Care 
Quality and Safety), the finite resources should desirably be 
distributed equitably. There are equity provisions built into the 
legislation and associated ‘allocation principles’, but there are 
limited policy tools for ensuring equitable access at a micro 
level, and limited means for monitoring equity at a micro or 
macro level. 
 
This research will make two separate but linked contributions. 
First, it will confirm and quantify the demand and supply 
factors that influence equitable access to residential aged care 
in Australia. Second, given the various demand and supply 
factors, it will propose a set of ‘best buy’ policy options, 
including assessment/ scoring against the equity objectives. 

These seminars are free.  All are welcome to attend.  
For more information contact the Centre for Health Policy CHP-enquiries@unimelb.edu.au / +61 3 8344 9111  
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