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We live and work on the unceded lands of the Wurundjeri People of the Kulin nation, and we pay
respects to their Elders past and present. We acknowledge that for First Nations communities,
the impacts of disaster, climate and adversity occur in contexts of historical and ongoing trauma
stemming from colonisation, racism and dispossession.

We also recognise the formidable strengths of First Nations peoples and cultures, including the

rich knowledges and practices of healing and caring for Country which are so powerful in reducing

risk and supporting recovery. We strive to participate in genuine and respectful collaborations
between Indigenous and non-Indigenous people for a more just, healthy and sustainable future
together.

This artwork was created by Frances Belle Parker to reflect processes of healing after disasters. In
the artist’s words:

“The healing process is vastly different for everyone. It is a pivotal part of our own recovery. This artwork
features five figures depicting a sense of community connectedness. They come together to help
each other heal. The central figure is a symbol of calm, knowledge and healing. The remaining figures
represent children as well as adults coming together to collaborate and learn from the Indigenous
knowledge of healing. The ray of light represents the hope we experience following a disaster. The
flowing pattern below the figures captures a sense of momentum as well as the movement within the
journey of healing.”
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From the Director

Strong partnerships underpinned the achievements of the
Disaster, Climate and Adversity Unit once again in 2025.
We applied our research expertise to help create pathways
towards optimum health and wellbeing in the most difficult
of circumstances, using approaches developed with new
and longterm collaborators with academic, lived experience,
government and practitioner expertise in Australia and
internationally.

In this report we highlight three key examples of 2025

achievements, one each from the disaster, climate and

adversity streams within our Unit:
A new strategic internal collaboration initiated by the
Healthy Housing Unit with the Disaster, Climate and
Adversity Unit led to an analysis of national data which
has provided critical information about mental health
trajectories in the context of repeated climate disasters
A major collaboration we are co-leading with the Pacific
Climate Change Centre will focus on strengthening
capacity and translating evidence to address the health
impacts of climate change in Pacific Island Countries
We are coordinating an international network and
establishing a shared repository of resources to improve
support for children bereaved due to family violence.

This report also provides information about media activity,
short courses, and updates on our team and research

outputs in 2025.

We are very grateful to the various sources of research
funding that make this important work possible.
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Professor Lisa Gibbs
DIRECTOR OF THE DISASTER,
CLIMATE AND ADVERSITY UNIT

We applied our
research expertise
to help create
pathways towards
optimum health
and wellbeing in
the most difficult
of circumstances.




About the
program

Our vision is to help create
pathways towards optimum
health and wellbeing

for those at risk from or
impacted by disaster,
climate and adversity.

We work with policy makers, service providers,
practitioners, communities and people with lived
experience to build new evidence and convert that into
practical resources and tools that increase capacity to
implement health promoting systems, services and
strategies.

We achieve this through our three intersecting
streams of research:

M\
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Disaster

Adversity, Trauma

and Resilience

Resilience and

Recovery
See Beyond
Disasters

See Listening
Lab




Mental health in the
context of repeated
climate disasters

Across Australia, climate disasters are occurring more frequently and
with greater intensity. This study examined the mental health effects
of experiencing multiple climate disasters, by tracking individuals from
pre-disaster to post-disaster time periods and examining how recovery
trajectories change over time.

About the Project

Drawing on ten years of nationally representative data from the Household, Income
and Labour Dynamics in Australia survey (2009-2019), this study examined the
mental health trajectories of people across Australia who experienced one or more
disaster, compared to those who did not experience any disasters during this time.

Self-reported damage from bushfires, cyclones or floods was considered as a
measure of disaster exposure. The 5-itemn mental health inventory was used to
examine general mental health, in addition to looking at psychological distress with
the Kessler Psychological Distress Scale.

The results of this study showed that mental health declines become more severe
with each disaster someone experienced. After one disaster, there tended to be a
decline in mental health during the year of the disaster, and then recovery to pre-
disaster levels of mental health. With repeated disasters, there were further declines
in mental health and it took longer to recover back to pre-disaster levels. The timing
of disasters was important; when people experienced an additional disaster close to
the previous disaster (e.g. 1-2 years apart) this was associated with greater mental
health declines, compared to disasters that were spaced further apart.

This study builds on prior evidence that have found increasing risks to mental health
from multiple disasters, while adding a new perspective by showing the ways that
trajectories may change over time. With these findings, we suggest there is a need
for clinical services to screen for past disaster exposures, and for emergency services
to ensure that recovery planning considers the effects of past disasters (e.g. by
ensuring that any support programs are not just tied to one disaster, but can be
used across multiple).

The findings of this study also suggest that social support was consistently a
protective factor, regardless of whether someone was experiencing their first,
second or third disaster. This result highlights the need to support psychosocial
support programs and social infrastructure.

These findings were published in Lancet Public Health, the leading public health
journal internationally, in a paper co-authored by Ang Li and Claire Leppold.
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Mental health decline after experiencing climate disasters.
Mental health outcomes were measured with the 5-item mental health inventory where
high scores (on a scale from 0-100) indicate better mental health.

-o- Unexposed group =e- 1st disaster == 2nd disaster 3rd disaster

Chart: The
Conversation.
Source: And Li, Claire
Leppold, "Long-

e ~ term mental health
trajectories across
multiple exposures

to climate disasters
in Australia: a
population-based
cohort study".
Created with
Datawrapper.

Pre year1 Disaster year Post year 1 Post year 2 Post year 3

Knowledge Translation and Impact

The journal article in Lancet Public Health reporting on the findings
was accompanied by other outputs and media coverage including a
Conversation article written by research collaborator Ang Li and Claire
Leppold.

ABC Radio National interviewed Claire Leppold together with Elly Bird, The

Executive Director of Resilient Lismore, about the impacts of multiple
disasters and the findings of this paper.

The findings of this work were also picked up by other media outlets
including InSight+ (Australian Medical Association magazine) and
CNN Brazil.

ABC Radio
National

The article was referenced by the Aotearoa New Zealand Ministry of
Health in ‘Determining our future: Social, cultural, economic and
commercial determinants of wellbeing in Aotearoa New Zealand:
Actions to Improve our Health' to draw attention to the health risks
populations face when they are exposed to multiple disasters.

Claire Leppold presented the findings of this work in the ‘Recovery
Uncovered’ webinar series entitled ‘Disasters on Disasters’ hosted by
Australian Red Cross and at the HowWeSurvive '25 event in Sydney.

Key Publications

Li A, Leppold C. Long term
mental health trajectories
across multiple exposures to
climate disasters: a population-
based cohort study in
Australia. Lancet Public Health.
2025;10(5) €391-e400.

[ Commentary by experts in
the field who responded to
the original publication and
discussed its significance



https://theconversation.com/peoples-mental-health-goes-downhill-after-repeated-climate-disasters-its-an-issue-of-social-equity-254475
https://www.abc.net.au/listen/programs/lifematters/disaster-mental-health/105336328
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lanpub/article/PIIS2468-2667(25)00068-4/fulltext 
 https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lanpub/article/PIIS2468-2667(25)00097-0/fulltext

PAVE-Health

Pacific Action to enhance Visibility of Evidence
on Health and Climate Impacts

PAVE Health

Pacific Action to enhance Visibility of

The Pacific, with its diverse cultures and islands, is highly vulnerable to climate change, S Health and Clilmate Impacts

facing severe threats like cyclones, droughts, sea level rise, and flooding. Although
climate change's impact on health in Pacific Island Countries (PICs) is increasingly
recognised, limited resources and capacity hinder integrating health into national =z &
adaptation plans (NAPs) and accessing climate finance. Currently, PICs receive only =
10% of global adaptation finance, with health-specific projects receiving less than 2% ===
worldwide. ] e
About the Project 258 ‘
eparic  SPREP sge-Climate
R PROE CATCH..
The Pacific Climate Change Centre and the University of Melbourne are partnering to deliver PAVE - Health:
Pacific Action to enhance the Visibility of Evidence on Health and Climate Impacts in four PICs to support a
healthier, climate-resilient Pacific region. To address urgent climate-related health risks and improve access
to climate finance, PAVE-Health aims to:
Build local capacity to assess health impacts of climate change, Strategic Partners
Make local evidence policy-relevant by supporting Health Vulnerability and Capacity Assessments
(VCAs) for National Adaptation Plans (NAPs), - 60 local policymakers, researchers, and practitioners (15 per country)
Use this knowledge and capacity to access global climate finance. - Pacific Climate Change Centre
Longer-term, PAVE-Health aims to strengthen and sustain Pacific capacity to address climate-related - The Secretariat of the Pacific Regional Environment Programme
health impacts and vulnerabilities. - Government ministries of health, climate, natural resources, environment, disaster

management, meteorology from the four PICs: Federated States of Micronesia,
Kiribati, Samoa and Solomon Islands

Knowledge Translation and Impact - Local communities

The project’s impacts will be: Pacific Community SPC

Local capacity (workforce) development through a cohort of policymakers, researchers and Solomon Islands National University

practitioners trained to assess climate-related health impacts and implement appropriate solutions. - World Health Organization

Effective collaboration between policymakers, researchers, and practitioners from climate, health, and -+ Australian Government Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade
health-determining sectors within countries and across the Pacific (south-south cooperation). - Asian Development Bank

Improved monitoring, evaluation and learning (MEL) activities to inform climate and health- related . Wellcome Trust

policy and practice interventions.

Integration of community perspectives into VCA and H-NAP development. Funding Partners

Wellcome Trust
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Homicide at Home: Setting the agenda for an international collaboration to

Improve support for children bereaved due to family violence

Fatal violence within the family leaves behind a significant number of children and
young people whose needs are urgent yet under addressed. By working collectively
across disciplines and countries, together with people with lived and caregiving
experience, we can begin to address the long-term impact of these traumatic losses.

About the Project

This project seeks to draw attention to the urgent need
to focus on children bereaved by fatal family violence
and develop an international, collaborative agenda that
places the voices of young survivors and their caregivers
at the centre. Knowing that there are valuable initiatives
and projects in several countries across the world, there is
strong potential for joining these efforts and stimulating
exchange.

Therefore, in 2025 in the city of Caen in Normandy, France,
we convened a two-day workshop with 33 researchers,
clinicians, policymakers and advocates, including with
lived experience, from 11 countries including e.g. Germany,
Norway and the UK, to launch an international network
and develop a roadmap. This roadmap was subsequently
refined during the year.

The resulting agenda aims to centre the perspectives
of people with lived and/or caregiving experience and
comprises three interconnected components:

(a) identifying existing knowledge, practices and resources;
(b) shaping and curating an international repository, hub
or snapshot;

(c) supporting the development of new research.

In the remainder of 2025, the project team has launched
a survey to address component ‘a’ and create an overview
of internationally available resources, data, documents
and initiatives regarding children and young people
confronted with ‘homicide at home’ and the adults caring
for them.

lllustrations by Thu Huong Nguyen (Abigail)
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Collaborative Agenda

(a)
Identifying
existing
knowledge,
practices &
resources

00o
%

People with lived
experience

(c)

Supporting the
development of
new research in
this area

Funding Partners

National Health and Medical Research Council (NHMRC) Investigator Grant #2033679
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curating an
international




Ang Liand Claire Leppold’s article in The Lancet Public Health on mental health trajectories following
repeated climate disasters was featured in numerous media outlets.

Articles I

Media snapshots

Finsight;

People’s mental health goes downhill after repeated climate
disasters — it's an issue of social equity

People’s mental health goes

Prof Eva Alisic was 4

Long-term mental health trajectories across multiple k cownhill after repeated climate |
9 J P disasters - it's an issue of
i i exposures to climate disasters in Australia: a population- social equity
interviewed on P pop :
based cohort study
7NEWS about her p—— 0|
B Summary
research exploring Betggoo Tk popuionstbecugh —
isks i l for ad: i olis che d wnr]i We. axmzd l 102332400
. als wies after consecutive climate-related disasters and assess differences in mental health outcomes This onlime publication has
the role of art in e T b ey
s 5 Mathods Using longinudinal wuhmu:ued Auslan daa o 209 o 2013, pople o expricaced evs - e =
damage from ushfire, or indl in P population an et
communicating o prfcster o post diaste years aies ach o e e e el ot

exposure were estimated through various mental health measures using a panel event suudy design with linear ~ixelencem feathy Haming. ™ InSiah
models in comparison to unexposed matched controls, pre disaster baselines, and ified risk groups. The sewal e nSi t+
ofopulation s Gkl
main mental health outcome was measured with the S-item mental health inventory (MHLS) H:’: e g
ity sod HeskSciences.
Findings Mental di . MHLS scores declined by 1.61(95% I Tathmremy oo

Conversation

a0 -57) and 3-37 {-6+45 10 -0-29) dlumgdnﬁls(mdmp:ilﬂlslsmcposmes mpecumy compared with

trauma. Her work was
part of an exhibition
: = the year m“w ¢ disae. Becorery m  prisar basline s mor delsed with repent diser
at Craft Victoria in the apar) an ures away (3 o mors yeac)- Rk factors that shape mennl}malﬂ:m}ecwnnell}vermmd
health conditions as risks) or became  Popedation
CBD (18 Sept-1 Nov).

more salient during subsequent exposures (Iawu ‘household income and rural areas more vulnerable to the mental
‘health effects of repeat disasters)

OO | s [ ow |
Interpretation Additional disaster exposures were associated with greater declines in mental health and shifts in
some risk factors. Multiple disaster exposures must be urgently considered in public health, welfare, and disaster
services.

wmlisten 0 s
Viver sucessivos desastres ambientais piora
diz estuds

REPORT'NG Funding Australian Research Coundi. Pokcy, Schooi of Pope
. . . N . e rvM disaster after disaster:
Gopyrig © 2025 The Ausrt). Published by Elsevier Lid. This is an Open Access article under the CC BY 40 1o = - .,,,,,"’m,,m, e Tk el
Introduction population health and recovery processes.” Yet, mosy s@unimebedea m

Climate disasters. such as floods, cyclones, and bushfires,  Tesearch to date has focused on a specified single disaster
prescnt risks to mental health ! Previous studics have  event® Although there is substantial cvidence on the

LIFE MATTERS —>

The gender pay gap starts with pocket money

Tue 19 Aug 2025 at 9:00am

Brought to you by

It's not just a workplace problem - the gender pay gap extends to pocket money too.

Research shows that, on average, boys eamn more pocket money than girls, and spend less time
doing chores.

How do these early inequalities creep in. And what can families do about it?
Guests:

B Dr Kati Marinkovic-Chavez, psychologist and research fellow with the University of
Melbourne's School of Population and Global Health

B Kate Crowhurst, financial literacy education specialist

Dr Katitza Marinkovic Chavez was
interviewed in Life Matters (ABC Listen, 19
August) to discuss how findings from the
Kids Contribute Survey with ABC's Behind
the News (2018) showed how the gender pay
gap starts with pocket money.

Years after their mothers were
killed, these child survivors finally
found each other

Cassandra Morgan
MARCH 27,2025

Boundtogther: Katry o, Rebeca urdonand Beveley Atardspntyers seacingforpeape with shaed expeience
after thei

Kathryn Joy’s experiences and the work of
the Domestic Homicide team were featured
in articles published in the Age and Sydney

Morning Herald, late March 2025.

shown that dissster exposure can be linked with a period
of acute distress, and a considerable proportion of exposed
populations are likely to develop mental health conditians,
such as posttraumatic stress symptoms, anxicy, and

sive fer disasters. ™ Di o have

mental health risks of a single disaster ccposure,
literature on the mental health wrjectorics during and
afier multiple exposures remains nascent”

Emerging cvidence points to the social burden of

brosder sociewl impacts relovant © menial health,
including cnvironmental change, cconomic change, and
changes in helth system functioning* These post disaster
mental heakh effecs are shaped by social determinants at

wmtheiancet com{public haskth Vol 10 May 025

Radio Podcasts News Audiobooks  ABClistenapp

Brought toyouby Presentedby
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llncss and cconomic hardship observed in- several
regions ™ However, oxisting studics have elied on a tol
count of disasters to measure past exposures, rather
tracking dynamic changes in affeced  populations
longitudinally over ime (including times

¢ exposurcs) to asscss the effect of cach additional disaster

exposure on mental health and any differences in

trajectories between more or less aver
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Why community is key in the face of nati
disasters

Get the ABC lsten
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More Episodes -
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More Episodes »

CNN Brazil ABC Radio
J National

CROAKEY HEALTH

Introducing some young leaders for climate health

Lisa Gibbs did interviews relating to

— preparedness for Cyclone Alfred including
this one for Life Matters.

Sunny Nguyen was featured in Introducing
some young leaders for climate health.
Croakey Health Media.
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https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lanpub/article/PIIS2468-2667(25)00068-4/fulltext 
https://theconversation.com/peoples-mental-health-goes-downhill-after-repeated-climate-disasters-its-an-issue-of-social-equity-254475
https://insightplus.mja.com.au/2025/18/peoples-mental-health-goes-downhill-after-repeated-climate-disasters-its-an-issue-of-social-equity/
https://www.cnnbrasil.com.br/saude/viver-sucessivos-desastres-ambientais-piora-saude-mental-diz-estudo/
https://www.abc.net.au/listen/programs/lifematters/disaster-mental-health/105336328
https://www.abc.net.au/listen/programs/lifematters/cyclone-resilience/105014480
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XdNw8phlkJA
https://www.croakey.org/introducing-some-young-leaders-for-climate-health/
https://www.theage.com.au/national/years-after-their-mothers-were-killed-these-child-survivors-finally-found-each-other-20250304-p5lgpn.html 
https://www.abc.net.au/listen/programs/lifematters/the-gender-pay-gap-starts-with-pocket-money/105668874

COURSES

Foundations in Disaster Recovery
Short Course

Facilitators: Dr Kate Brady, Dr Claire
Leppold

Data Visualisation for Knowledge
Translation
Facilitator: Alana Pirrone

WORKSHOPS

Presenting and
Influencing with
Confidence

Alana Pirrone
The University of Melbourne

Presenting and influencing with
Confidence
Facilitator: Alana Plrrone

Creating infographics

for Research Impact

T Alana Pirone
S Design & Data Visualisation Consultant
The University of Melbourne

Creating infographics for Research
Impact
Facilitator: Alana Pirrone

| MELBOURNE

Foundations in
Disaster Recovery
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Photo L to R: Kristine Jover, Alana Pirrone, Hannah Morrice, Eva Alisic, Elise Moo, Rebecca Patrick, Sunny Nguyen, Katitza
Marinkovic Chavez, Claire Leppold, Lisa Gibbs, Junko Otani, Robyn Molyneaux, Smritima Diksha Lama, Phoebe Quinn.

STAFF

2025 Team

Professor Lisa Gibbs is the Director of the Disaster, Climate and Adversity Unit and leads the Disaster
Resilience & Recovery stream of the Unit — i.e. the Beyond Disasters program. Professor Kathryn Bowen
leads the Climate Change and Health stream —i.e. the Climate CATCH Lab, and Professor Eva Alisic leads the
Adversity, Trauma and Resilience stream - i.e. the Listening Lab.

The Disaster, Climate and Adversity Unit is part of the Centre for Mental Health and Community Wellbeing,
led by Professor Jane Pirkis. Situated within the Melbourne School of Population and Global Health under
the leadership of Professor Sant-Rayn Pasricha. The Unit also receives excellent ongoing professional support
from the Centre and School finance and administration teams, in particular, Michelle Kelsey, Tracey Mayhew

Prof Eva Alisic
Nathaniel Barker
Dr Liz Bennett

Joel Bones

Prof Kathryn Bowen
Isabel Chung
Sophie Cullen
Oliver Eastwood

Dr Colin Gallagher

Prof Lisa Gibbs

Kathryn Joy

Kristine Jover

Dr Claire Leppold

Dr Katitza Marinkovic Chavez
Sarah Medcalf

Robyn Molyneaux

Elise Moo

Hannah Morrice
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Sam Netheclift

Sunny Nguyen

A/Prof Rebecca Patrick
Alana Pirrone

Phoebe Quinn
Elizabeth Stevens

Urvi Thanekar

Dr Belle Workman

and Rosslyn Ball.

HONORARY

Sudeepa Abeysinghe
University of Edinburgh

Dr Rebecca Armstrong
National Disability Insurance

Agency

Dr Kate Brady
UNSW

Andrew Coghlan
Australian Red Cross

Professor Kristie L. Ebi
University of Washington

VISITING FELLOW

Dr John Frederick

Dr Ashrafalsadat Hosseini
University of Melbourne Health
Service

Vanora Mulvenna
Victorian Department of Health

Jane Nursey
Phoenix Australia

Dr Kerryn O'Rourke,

Charles Darwin University
John Richardson

Australian Institute for Disaster
Resilience

Dr Elena Swift

Centre for Children’s Health
Research, West Moreton HHS,
Queensland Health

Mia Urbano
Alinea International

David Younger
Clinical & Consultant Psychologist

Prof Junko Otani
University of Osaka

Dr Smritima Diksha Lama
Hitotsubashi University
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Professor Elizabeth Waters'’
Memorial Travel Scholarship

This Scholarship was established by friends and family of Professor Elizabeth Waters in recognition of her
remarkable contribution to public health internationally and to child public health in particular. Liz travelled
widely and due to her warmth, intellect and vision she was able to capitalise on those travel opportunities to
build international networks and to achieve the highest standards in evidence, engagement and outcomes.
This Scholarship is intended to continue her legacy. All staff, Higher Degree candidates, partners and
collaborators are eligible to apply, provided the proposed international travel activity will promote research
relating to child health and wellbeing and aligns with the work of Melbourne School of Population and
Global Health, University of Melbourne.

2025 Recipient: Associate Professor Amy Morgan

Amy Morgan is a Principal Research Fellow in the Centre for Mental Health and
Community Wellbeing, Melbourne School of Population and Global Health at
the University of Melbourne (UoM).

Amy will use the Scholarship to attend the 27th World Congress of the
International Association for Child and Adolescent Psychiatry and Allied
Professions (IACAPAP) in Germany, as well as an international workshop on
advancing mental health literacy research in Germany. Amy will focus attention
on a neglected sub-field: mental health literacy for supporting younger
children’s mental health and improving the skills of adults in helping children
achieve their best mental health.

2024 Travel Report: Fiona Fowler

As | am based in a remote location - Mpartnwe, Alice Springs - from where
travel can be time-consuming and expensive, | was thrilled to receive this
scholarship, which enabled me to attend and present at the HTLV-1 European
Research Network (HERN) Conference at the Institute of Clinical and Molecular
Virology in Erlangen, Germany. The travel hosts, staff at the Thoma-Kress Lab in
Erlangen, share my interest in mother-to-child transmission (MTCT) of HTLV-1,
and this presented an ideal opportunity for research promotion, information
sharing and a foundation for potential future collaborations.

The conference showcased the latest scientific advances in HTLV-1 in Europe,
the Americas and Oceania with an emphasis on diagnostics and the treatment
landscapes, which are likely to have implications for women and children in
Central Australia over the coming years. | was one of four Australian researchers
to attend, and our combined presentations spotlighted the considerable yet
hidden burden of HTLV-1 in remote Australia, while indicating possibilities for
future treatment and a public health response.

Full reports are available on our website - http:/go.unimelb.edu.au/7adr
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The world is
a book, and
those who
do not travel
only read a

page

- St Augustine



http://go.unimelb.edu.au/7adr

Disaster, Climate and Adversity
Unit Awards

Research Excellence
DR CLAIRE LEPPOLD

For sustained high quality research, analysis
and write up across multiple research projects.

Coralie Mathews in Memoriam Award
PHOEBE QUINN and KATITZA MARINKOVIC
CHAVEZ

For the highly engaging Climate Superpowers
project which continues to evolve and provide
positive pathways to climate resilience.

22

Team Culture
A/PROF REBECCA PATRICK

For her ongoing efforts to work across
research groups within DCA and to support
early career development in new team
members.

Melbourne School of Population
and Global Health Awards

Engagement Impact Award
CLIMATE SUPERPOWERS TEAM

Y

ra

External Awards

Australasian Women in Emergencies (AWE)

DR CLAIRE LEPPOLD
For her pioneering work in emergency
management and disaster resilience.

DR KATE BRADY
for Research, Policy, and Practice.

23

Faculty of Medicine, Dentistry
and Health Sciences Awards

Award for Partnership and Collaboration for
Public Benefit HOMICIDE AT HOME TEAM

MELBOURNE

istry |
Healtl
ces

Prof Eva Alisic, Dr Katitza Marinkovic Chavez,
Kathryn Joy, Oliver Eastwood, Hannah Morrice,
Isabel Chung, Robyn Molyneaux.

Norm Smith Publication in Social Work
Research Award for

“Anger Following the Victorian Black
Saturday Bushfires: Implications for
Postdisaster Service Provision”

Connie Kellett, Lisa Gibbs & Louise Harms



Higher degrees

PhD Students

CHRISTOPHER BOYER

Heatwave early warning systems - challenges for
implementation in Sub-Saharan Africa (2021-2025).

Supervisors: Prof Kris Ebi, Prof Kathryn Bowen, Prof
Jeremy Hess, A/Prof Nicole Errett.

National Institutes of Health (US). Enrolled through
the University of Washington, US.

LUCY CASSELS

Regional Leadership & Country-Led Innovation
in Climate Financing for Health Adaptation in the
Pacific (2025-2028).

Supervisors: Prof Kathryn Bowen, Dr Belle Workman.

SALLY CHEN

Health-related climate detection and attribution.
(2025 -).

Supervisors: Prof Kathryn Bowen, A/Prof Jo Brown
and Prof Kris Ebi

MEG CHIN

When a child dies from a life-threatening condition:
Hearing the voices of bereaved siblings (2017-2025).

Supervisors: Prof Louise Harms, Prof Lisa Gibbs.

JONATHAN JANUAR

Missing data mechanisms in covert networks (2021-
2025).

Supervisors: Dr Johan Koskinen, Dr Colin Gallagher,
Prof Yoshi Kashima.

ANNA KENNEDY-BORISSOW

Creativity, recovery, and resilience: How the arts
contribute to psychosocial recovery and resilience in
disaster-affected commmunities (2022-2025).

Supervisors: Dr Caitlin Vincent, Dr Guy Morrow, Dr
Claire Leppold and Dr Kate Brady.

DOMINICA MEADE
Gender, volunteering and disasters (2023-2026).

Supervisors: Dr Brendan Churchill, Professor Jo
Barraket, Dr Claire Leppold.
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SHANTI NARAYANASAMY

Identifying critical knowledge gaps in our
understanding of structural barriers to health in
Victoria through community perspectives during the
COVID-19 pandemic to change future practice (2023-
2026).

Supervisors: Professor Margaret Hellard, Professor Lisa
Gibbs, Assoc Prof Alisa Pedrana, Assoc Prof Katherine
Gibney

ADELLE MANSOUR

Creating climate-resilient and healthy housing: what
is the role of citizen science? (2023-2026)

Supervisors: Prof Rebecca Bentley, Prof Kathryn
Bowen, Dr Samantha Rowbotham.

SOPHIE O'CONNOR

National Climate Governance and the role of industry
in determining climate ambition (2025 -).

Supervisors: Prof Kathryn Bowen, Prof Rachel Carey,
Prof Rich Eckard.

DEVIN O'DONNELL
Urban health and climate change (2025 -)

Supervisors: Prof Kathryn Bowen, Prof Benjamin K.
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The health co-benefits of ocean-based climate action

Supervisors: Dr Ellycia Harrould-Kolieb, Dr Belle
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TRACKS. Melbourne Climate Futures Climate
Research Accelerator. $50,000. 2026. 2026.

15. Quinn P, Miegunyah International Scholarship.
$7,000. 2025.

16. Tamma S, Nuraini N, Rachmawaty R, Workman
A, Bowen K. Climate-related health outcomes
and healthcare access in Southeast and
Central Sulawesi Provinces Enabling climate
resilient policies and governance. Partnership
for Australia-Indonesia Research (PAIR). DFAT.
$50,000. 2026-2027.

17. Tehan B, Gibbs L, Ulubasoglu M, Howard A,
Coghlan A, Williamson B, Quinn P, Tong L, Khalil
U, Pullabhotla H, Bowd C, Johnston D. Support
integration of Recovery Capitals in service plans
for communities with different levels of social
disruption. Natural Hazards Research Australia.
$599,000. 2025-2027.

18. Ueda K, Bowen K. Challenges and opportunities
of addressing the impact of climate change on
migrant health in Australia and Japan, Hokkaido-
Melbourne Join Research Workshops Fund.
$15,000. 2025.

Estimated final income and breakdown at 31 Dec 2025

Financial Summary

Category Amount ($) % of total
University 1,549,594 46
Competitive research 926,960 27
Courses and consultancies 322,696
Government 295,351
Philanthropic 234,674
Non-government 57,889
Total 3,387,165 100
Estimated final expenditure and breakdown at
Category Amount ($) % of total
Salary & stipends 2,377,366 78
Non-salary 449,206 15
Outgoings for shared grants 200,000 7
Total 2,646,883 100
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Major thanks for funding support

We are very grateful for the funding received over the years from generous supporters, ensuring our program of
research is able to have a positive and enduring impact on the health and wellbeing of communities.

It is only possible to conduct meaningful research if we have funding partners who share our vision to make a
difference. If you would like to support our next steps please contact Professor Lisa Gibbs at +613 8344 0920 or
Igibbs@unimelb.edu.au.
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