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Same-sex marriage is surely one of the most 
significant socio-demographic phenomenon of the 
early 21st century, with Australia becoming the 
27th county to legalise same-sex marriage in 2017. 
Social and familial circumstances of same-sex 
partnerships are not well documented in Australia, 
and the group itself is obscured in population data 
because few nationally representative datasets 
include identification. Using a unique Australian 
dataset from State/Territory Registrars, we present 
a demographic profile of gay and lesbian couples 
who married in the first year of the changed 
legislation. Situated in the international experience, 
the data shows that the opportunity to marry has 
been embraced by same-sex couples in Australia 
with higher proportions of marriage registrations 
compared to trends in other countries. Data on 
usual residence of same-sex married partners 
provides new information on their spatial 
distribution that could be used to improve 
understanding of place based needs and associated 
policies and support services.  
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