
Roxanne Moore
Executive Officer

NATIONAL ABORIGINAL AND TORRES STRAIT ISLANDER LEGAL SERVICES











COVID-19 in prisons

❖ Research shows an 11 percent decrease in NSW 
prison population was achieved due to reductions in 
crime, police issuing less Court Attendance Notices 
and more people on remand being released on bail

❖ The Victorian prison population also reduced in 
commensurate numbers by almost 14 percent in 
August 2020 compared to August 2019. 

❖ The New South Wales Government passed legislation 
to allow the early release of eligible prisoners on 
parole (through section 276 of the Crimes 
(Administration of Sentences) Act 1999 (NSW). 

Chantelle Baker, released on bail during COVID-19
Source: Meghna Bali, ABC Background Briefing, 3 May 2020



COVID-19 in prisons

❖ 19 children tested COVID-19 positive in 
Victorian youth prisons and were held in 
isolation for weeks. 

❖ A cluster at Brisbane Youth Detention Centre 
resulted in 130 children (as young as 13) held 
in solitary confinement. 



COVID-19 policing 

❖ $2.3 million in 1560 fines have been issued to 
young people in Victoria under 18

❖ In Victoria Aboriginal people made up 4.7% of 
the fines, despite making up just 0.8% of the 
population

❖ 3000 people in public housing estates in North 
Melbourne and Flemington in Victoria were put 
in hard lock down



COVID-19 policing 

❖ In NSW, the top 10 areas where fine 
recipients lived, 7 had Aboriginal 
populations of 1000+. 

❖ In NT, Tennant Creek community issued 
fines for housing overcrowding

❖ Black Lives Matter protest organisers & 
attendees fined & arrested

❖ In WA, COVID-19 move-on orders & fines 
to homeless Noongar people



Responding sustainably with Self-determined Justice solutions

❖ Immediate release of all children and vulnerable adults prisoners in prisons 

❖ Decarceration strategies: family, health, disability, family violence, income support, 
women’s services and public housing

❖ Justice strategies: reform bail laws, repeal mandatory sentencing and offences of 
public drunkenness and imprisonment for unpaid fines 

❖ Raise the age of criminal responsibility to at least 14 years

❖ Independent oversight and investigation to ensure police accountability 
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